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Dear Comrades, 


| declare the Conference of our party on quest ons of ag’tat’on 
and propaganda open. On beha f of the Central Comm’‘ttee | wel- 
come warm y al comrades present. We are conf'dent that th’s 
Conference w | be a major contr but’on to the further implemen- 
tat'on of the dec’s’ons adopted by the VI th SED Congress, notably 
through the exchange of experiences gathered on the ideo ogical 
front. 

Comrades, our Conference is held at a moment when it ’s be- 
com'ng evdent that the attempt made by certa’n impera st 
quarters and the’r spokesmen to iso ate the German Democrat c 
Repub ic from international ife has ended in fa’ ure. Instead, we 
are in the m'dst of a process in which the GDR is be ng recogn’zed 
on a world-wide scale. 

Al people hav ng preserved a sense of real sm—whatever the'r 
stance on quest ons of the present and future—w’ I have not ced 
for qu'te some t'me that th’s deve opment was inev'table whether 
or not the Bas‘c Treaty on Relations between the German Demo- 
cratic Republ’c and the Federal Republc of Germany had 
been concluded. The fact that ths deve opment has found such 
v s'ble express’on in the ın't'al ‘ng of the Bas’c Treaty between the 
German Democrat’c Repub ic and the Federal Republ c of Ger- 
many makes it c ear that the treaty w' I benef t not only the two 
German states but a! peop e in the world who stand for peace and 
the re axat’on of tens’ons. Certa’n people deemed `t necessary to 
declare in recent days by s’gning the Bas’c Treaty—and | quote— 
the new leaders of the GDR have shown the courage to take 
r'sks. 

We I, comrades, qu’te apart from the fact one should a ways have 
the courage to take risks in the political and economic felds, | must 
make ‘t qu'te c ear that th’s treaty has come about because of the 
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cons’stent policy practised by our Marx st-Len‘nist party and the 
government of the GDR, a pol cy geared to peace and the welfare 
of man. 

Ever s'nce the GDR was founded more than 23 years ago, ou 
party and government have been known for the’r read ness t 
normal ze re at ons between the German Democrat’c Repub! c anc 
the Federal Republ’c of Germany ‘n accordance wth the a'm 
and pr'nc ples of the Un'ted Nat ons Charter, ie. on the bas’s o 
the genera y accepted standards of internat’onal law. 

For over 20 years a | the proposals subm’tted to th’s effect by the 
Central Comm’ttee of our party and by the government of the Ger- 
man Democrat c Repub ic have been stubbornly rejected. Need es: 
to say, Messrs. Barzel and Strauss can hard y blame us for th’s state 
of affa'rs. Nor wi it be of any help to them to make the irrespons- 
ibe ca'm that the game has been payed “wth marked cards”. 
Instead they had better lay the b ame on themse ves and admt 
Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa. | am to blame, | am 
comp ete y to blame. 

* Dear comrades, ‘t is completely fut e to put forward the argu- 
ment that a “better” treaty m’ght have been obta‘ned. There can 
be no better Bas‘c Treaty! The present treaty which has been nego- 
tated in tough and d ff cut del berat ons takes account of both 
the irterests of the socia st German Democrat c Repub `c and of 
those of the Federal Repub c and ‘ts c't'zens, otherw se it woud 
not have come about. There ‘s no doubt that its rat'f cation and 
com ng into force w’ | have a benef'c’al effect on the further deve - 
opment of inter-state re at'ons in Europe. At the same t me it goes 
w'thout say’ng that we do not enterta‘n the sl ghtest i us‘on about 
the nature of these re at’ons. There can be relat’ons only as are 
poss ble between soc’a st and cap ta ist states and as are neces- 
sary in the ‘nterest of peace and, consequent y, of mank nd. 

The treaty negot’ated on the bases of relatons between the 
German Democrat’c Republ’c and the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many should be seen aga‘nst the background of the whole range 
of agreements in Europe, concluded dur'ng the last few years 
wh'ch test fies to the fact that the world is chang’ng ‘n a pos tve 
sense under the impact of soc’a ‘sm, notably through the power 
and strength of the Soviet Un'on. To put it in a nutshe |: It has 
become poss’b e because of the change ‘n the relat on of forces in 
favour of peace and soc’al sm. This change in the a ‘gnment of 
forces has made ‘t c earer and clearer that it is advantageous not 
only for the German Democrat’c Repub ic, but a so for the Federa 
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Republ’c of Germany to base its po ‘cies on the realities that have 
arisen as a consequence of Word War II and of post-war devel- 
opments. 

However much one may qu bb e over this state of affa’rs, h'story 
moves on. The grow'ng strength of the Union of Sov'et Soc’al st 
Republ’cs whose 50th ann‘versary we sha | soon celebrate together 
and that of the whole commun'ty of soc’al st states has changed 
the internat’onal s‘tuat‘on and w’l cont'nue to do so. Our party 
and the c'tzens of the German Democrat’c Repub ‘ec who have 
struggled to strengthen the German Democrat’c Repub c as the 
soc al'st state of the workers and farmers may say w'th good reason 
today that they have helped br'ng about this turn for the better 
in ‘nternat‘onal developments. 

Comrades, we shou d never forget that it was s'de by s'de and 
hand in hand w'th the Commun’st Party of the Sov’et Un‘on, w th 
the USSR that we have scored these successes. The coord’nated 
act’on of the social st countr’es, the support g'ven to our po cy by 
our fraternal soc al’st countr’es have made it poss ble for the Ger- 
man Democrat c Republ’c to ach’eve this breakthrough, to play its 
ful role in internat’oral | fe as an equal partner. Let me express 
our thanks for th’s to the fraterna parties and countries. 

Dear comrades, the consol dat’on of the internat’onal pos't'on 
of our workers’ and farmers’ state which nobody can ‘gnore any 
longer today is the result of the jo nt work we have been carrying 
on s‘nce 1945. We note this w th pr'de. But th’s does not mean, of 
course, that we can now rest on our laure s. We wou d be fa’ ‘ng 
to make a correct assessment of the tasks fac’ng us if were to 
take such a stand. As we a know, the greater part of the tasks 
defined by the Eghth SED Congress rema‘ns to be solved. We 
shall solve these f we regard the un‘ty and cohes’on of our party 
on the bass of Marx’sm-Len'n’sm as someth’ng wh’ch each and 
every one of us takes to heart as the apple of our eye, if we 
strengthen our fraternal a ance w th the Commun’st Party of the 
Sov'et Un’on, w'th the Un‘on of Sov’et Soc al st Repub! cs as we | 
as w'th the brother partes ‘n the sp'rit of Ernst Thalmann, f we 
unf inch'ngly take a pr nc'p ed, Marx’st-Lenin’st approach to the’r 
solut’on, ‘f we are a ways gu'ded by the idea that the struggle be- 
tween soc’al sm and cap’tal’sm and the trans't’on of more countries 
to soc’al’sm ‘s the essent’a feature of our age. 

Comrades, the Central Comm ttee of our party attaches great 
“mportance to th’s Conference, to th’s exchange of experience on 
ag tation and propaganda act vt es. In our everyday work we must 
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The present conference is expected to d’scuss the quest’on of 
how this decis’on can best be made the bas s of our daily activities, 
so as to be put ‘nto pract ce most effect ve y. 

Comrades, we a know the mportance of the ‘deolog’cal work 
of our party, wh ch must be conv nc'ng and conduc ve to consc ous 
act vty and change. t s part of the wor d-wde struggle of our 
tme. We are wtness’ng and act vey promot ng the advance of 
mank nd towards soca sm. The ideas of Marx sm-Len n sm, the 
‘dea s of the work ng c ass, hav ng mater a zed ‘n the countr'es of 
the soca st commun ty, where real soca sm ex sts, exerc se ther 
powerfu inf uence n the remotest corners of the g obe. 

Our t me's, therefore, the age of the great advance of our deas, 
of the ideo ogy and theory of sc ent f c soca sm and commun sm. 
Never before have the peop es of the word thought about the 
mean’ng and am of fe and soc’ety as ‘ntense y as they do now. 
Never before has the inf uence of progress ve ideas been so strong. 
After a , our strugg e for soca sm and its further development ‘s 
abovea a strugg e to wn over peop e for consc’ous act on ‘n the 
interest of our just cause—a struggle for ‘ts world outlook, s'nce 
(as Comrade Er ch Honecker put t at the VI Ith Party Congress) 
“soca sm,un kea prev ous soc'a systems, `s created and deve - 
oped through consc ous and we -p anned act on by the peop e”.! 

V ewed n ths way, the ideo og ca work of the party s a perma- 
nent task, wh ch must be fu f ed aga n and aga n, and on an ever 
h’gher level at that We must take nto cons derat on the constant y 
chang ng cond t ons, wh ch are not east a resu t of our own work 
In do`ng so, we must never forget the fact that the development of 
people's soc’a st po t cal consc ousness must always be nked up 
wth the f ght aga nst bourgeos deo ogy, the strugg e aga nst 
“mper'a sm wh ch does not stop at anyth’ng in its efforts to obstruct 
the deve opment of soca st soc ety 

Advanc ng on the course charted by the Villth Party Congress, 
solv ng the great tasks that w confront us n the next few years, 
we are gong to estab sh even stronger nks w th the masses n 
accordance w th the sp'r t and sty e of the VI th Party Congress. 
We wil invo ve the ent re work ng class and al! other work ng 

People 'n the great d scuss on of what must be done and how to 
so ve the tasks fac ng us in the most effect ve manner We are 
go ng to make even more room for ‘n tat ve by remov ng subject ve 
obstac es, so that the People’s creat ve energy can fully develop 
1 Protoko des V 
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and, tn ts turn, st mulate people to ach evements promot ng the 
cause of soca sm and he ping to make fe more and more mean- 
ingfu and p easant for the bu ders of soca sm And we are con- 
vnced that na these act vt es the tested party cadres, the propa- 
ganda workers of the party, w Il aga n be found in the very m dst 
of the masses, ‘nform'ng them, conv'nc'ng them, ‘nsp rng them, 
sweep ng them aong wth enthus asm, for our great common 
cause. 


Results so far achieved 


The dec’s on of the Pol tburo states: “In the fed of ag tat on and 
propaganda our party has ga‘ned va uable exper ence. Good re- 
su ts were ach eved in the deve opment of peop e’s soc’a st po t- 
ca consc’ousness.” What an unprecedented, br ant ach’evement 
of our party and ‘ts Marx’st-Lenin’st educat’on work 's expressed 
‘n th s sober statement. 

We have to remember the po‘nt at wh ch our ‘deo og cal work 
started in order to rea ze the magn tute of the changes `n the 
m nds of the peop e of th s country, brought about by the party ‘n 
the revo ut onary soc al upneaval dur'ng the past twenty-f ve years, 
changes whose scopeand profund ty are absolutely unprecedented 
in German history. Crue y dec mated by the fasc sts, depr ved of 
tens of thousands of ‘ts most act ve, most fa thful f ghters, the party 
inher ted the material, intel ectual and moral débris left beh’nd by 
fasc sm. It had to deal wt peop e whose m nds had been un- 
bel evab y po soned, bruta zed peop e gnorant of the truth, f led 
wth a mad, indeed, sucdal hatred of everyth ng commun st, 
Sov et, or soca st. 

With the se f ess he p of the communists tn Red Army un form we 
proceeded to reassure the m ons, hep them overcome ther 
despa r and fll them wth hope for a new | fe. We purged ther 
m nds of the po son of those barbarous ‘deo ogies—racism, na- 
tona sm, and m tar'sm—we taught them human'‘sm, love of 
peace and ‘nternat onal frendsh p, s ncere fr endsh p w th those 
peoole which they had been inc ted to hate most-the peop es of 
the Sov'et Un’on, Po and, and Czechoslovak a. 

We won them over for democracy and soc alism, and w th them 
we have step by step bu’ t a new soc’ety~—the’r own state, and we 
saved them from nat onal stc deceptons and relapses nto the 
past We hove forged a stable, inseparab e al “ance between them 


and the'r state and the other peoples that have adopted the wor d's 
most progress’ve soc al system. 

The revolut’on in the fed of ideology-was carr’ed out for the 
purpose and in the course of and para el to the revolutionary 
transformat’on of society. Miis*ideolog’cal revolut’on meant the 
creat'on of a revolut’onary po tal consciousness among the 
masses, knowledge of the laws’ of humanydevelopment, consc’ous 
act’on for socia sm, frm a ance wth the«work'ng-c ass party, 
pride in the socia ‘st state, steadfastness in the face of the im- 
per'al st class enemy, love of, and oya ty to, the Sov et Union, the 
leading force of world soc’al’sm. 

The prest’ge enjoyed by the GDR both among its own c t'zens 
and internat'onally is ev dence of the truth and revolut onary power 
of Marxism-Len'n'sm as well as of our party's abi ty fundamenta y 
to change people and cond t'ons. 

Our party has been ab e to achieve these resu ts because it has 
unwaver'ngly been guided by Marx sm-Len‘’n’sm, and because it 
has developed its ab‘! ty to apply Marx sm-Len n'sm to our con- 
d'tions w'thout ignor ng at any t me the general laws of soc’a st 
censtruct’on and the lessons of t, such as were further deve oped 
and tested by the party of Lenin. 

Our party was able to reach its present stage, in sp te of the un- 
favourable beg'nnings, beause it has a ways regarded ideological 
work as the central task of leadership, and because t has educated 
its own members as active champ’ons of our wor d out ook, as act've 
and pers’stent f ghters endeavouring, together with the masses, to 
translate the party's word into reality. Whatever he ghts we may 
reach in the future, however bri ant the future achievements of 
socialist and communist work may be—we and all future genera- 
tons educated by the party will always pay tr bute to those who 
successfully tackled the hardest task, those who led our country 
from ‘ts `n t'al m’sery nto the advanced soc'al'st society. 

Know'ng that the past years of hard work were worth while, 
convinced of the superiority of our ideology—-the ph'losophy of the 
work'ng cass elaborated by Marx, Engels and Len’n—over any 
other ideology, conscious of the fact that the pol'cy outlined by the. 
Villth Party Congress has stood the test of t'me, and that we are 
fully equ’pped to ach’eve new successes, we w II cont'nue to imp e- 
ment the dec’s‘ons adopted by the Villth Congress. 
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New demands on agitation and propaganda 


We are in the m'ddle of a far-reaching process of continuing the 
development of advanced socialist soc’ety a ong the path charted 
by the Villth Party Congress. Th’s Process is not isolated but in 
close harmony wth the more advanced development processes 
go'ng on in the Sovet Un‘on and the other fraternal countries, 
wh’ch are ident’cal w th or s m lar to ours. At the same time this 
Process is part of soc‘alism’s wor d-wide moves for peace and 
Progressive solut’ons to the v'tal questions facing all mankind—"t is 
part of the international struggle aga nst imperialism. 

For this reason, we are supported by the experience of the ent're 
wor d commun’st movement, of our fraternal part’es in the countr’es 
of the socialist commun'’ty, and above a | the experience of Len‘n’s 
party, wh'ch leads a! of us along the road towards communism by 
implement ng the dec’sions of its XXIVth Congress. 


Education in the spirit of internationalism 


The first pr or'ty pointed out in the decison of the Pol'tburo with 
regard to the manifold ideolog’cal act'v't es refers to the general 
awareness of developments going on ‘n our world, in the world of 
socialism, awareness of its advance, its influence on the dest'n'es 
of the peoples, and of our responsib'I'ty for, and contribut’on to, 
these developments. The importance and dimensions of th’s vital 
prob em of our t'me is expressed in the slogan: “For greater 
consciousness and activ ty in the ascendant world of soc’alism.” 

There are three major revolutionary elements on our planet, but 
the ma'n force of the revolutionary process go'ng on in the world 
is the internat’onal social st system, the socialist community of 
states ral ied around the Soviet Union. The power, un'ty and co- 
hes’on of this alliance is the dec’s've factor. There is no forward 
development or change for the better in the world of today that is 
not due to the soc alist countries the'r power, their example, the'r 
Support, and their inf uence. The internat’onal relat'on of forces 
has changed as a result of its strength and cohes‘on; the inter- 
national work’ng-class movement and the national | beration mo- 
vement are f ght'ng w'th the backing of the socia ist countries. 

We are part of the international a lance fghting for the revolu- 
tionary rena’ssancé of the world; what is more, we are a social'’st 
State firmly and irrevocably integrated into the community of so- 
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cia st states, the ma'n revo ut’onary force of our t'me, as the VI th 
Party Congress stressed. The demands made on us w th regard to 
all our act v t'es, both nat ona and nternatonal, have increased 
a ong with the extens‘on of the wor d revo ut onary process and the 
ncreas'ng respons’b ‘ty of soca sm for the future ofa mank nd, 
human peace and progress, and so have the demands on our 
concrete know edge and understand’ng of the soca processes 
and po tca deve opments throughout the word and, thus, the 
demands made on the qua ty of our ideo og’ca work. Th’s s 
man fested not least ‘n the rap d y and marked y increas ng ‘nterest 
of our ctzens in internatona deve opments and n the requ re- 
ments of immed’ate po ‘t'ca pract ce 

We have noted w th joy and pr de that the fraternal part’es are 
successfu y advanc'ng not ony ‘n the soc’a st and commun’st 
construct’on of the r respect ve count- es but a so w'th regard to 
the ent’re y new qua ty of the’r cooperat on w th’n our commun'ty 
of states. 

But the ‘mportant pont s to make everyone real ze that, and 
how much soc’a st econome 'ntegraton s a tru y revo ut’onary 
task of our t me. We are often confronted wth tin our everyday 
work, when product on targets have to be reached, de very dates 
met, prob ems of p ann‘ng so ved, etc. But at the same t me soc’a st 
integrat’on is, as Comrade Brezhnev put ‘t, “a task of enormous 
po ‘tca sgn f cance, a central link in the cha'n of development of 
wor d soca ism”.? And Comrade Honecker, address ng the Nat onal 
Conference of the Free German Youth, cal ed the “ ncreas‘ngly 
c ose cooperat on and al gnment ‘n the econom’c and cu tural and 
al other felds of soc’al progress a further development of the 
concept of internat‘ona sm on the part of the pro etar'at after 
becom’ng the ru ng c ass”? 

By now soc’a sm has g'ven b'rth to yet another rew type of 
“nternat onal relat‘onsh p between soc'a st states and peop es. 
Fo low’ng the draw ng together and un on of soc al’st nat ons ‘n 
the form of a state federat on—the Un on of Sov et Soc'al st Re- 
pub cs—the new form of fraternal cooperat’on and un’‘on in the 
a ‘ance of the soca st commun ty of states has now deve oped 
Thanks to work ng-cass rule, thanks to soc’a sm peoples and’ 
ind'v'dual human be'ngs of d fferent nat onal t'es are now Iv ng 
and work'ng `n close harmony—peoples who had on y yesterday 
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been fac’ng the danger of exterm’nat on by mpera sm who had 
been turned aga nst one other by the r own bourgeo s c asses, who 
had ‘nficted unto d sorrow on each other, and who had had to 
overcome deep-rooted mutua prejud ces. 

Indeed, comrades, we ve at a tme that has trans ated ‘nto 
rea ty the age-o d dreams of mank nd, the hopes and asp rat ons 
of the keenest m'nds of bygone ages. 

The October Revo ut'on ushered ‘n the epoch of the wor d-w de 
trans ton to soc'a sm, the estab shment of work ng-c ass power 
and wth ‘t the soca st so uton of the vta queston facng al 
mank’'nd, caused by the system of exp o’tat on but nso ub e under 
the cond tons of a system based on pr vate ownersh p and c ass 
antagon sm—the | qu dat on of nat ona oppress’on and of nequa - 
ity in terms of deve opment and re at ons among the peop es, and 
the so ut’on of the nat ona quest on 


The Soviet peop!e—a new historic community 


Before long the Sov et peop e—and we, too—w_ ce ebrate the 50th 
ann‘versary of the foundat on of the Sov et Un on. In v'ew of our 
present and future internat ona st tasks we have done a lot to 
deepen peop e's understand ng of the wor d-w de mportance of 
th s h’stor c event and of the fact that s'nce then a new set of aws 
of un versal va dty has come ‘nto effect, the aws of soca sm, 
accord’ng to which equa ty and the fu est development of free 
peoples, the r ‘nternat’onal un‘on and fraterna co@perat’on are 
organ’c e ements of soc’a sm. On th’s bas s a new h stor’cal com- 
mun’ty took shape `n the Sov’et Un'on ‘n the course of bu dng 
soc a sm and commun sm-—the Sov'et peop e. 

Th’s exampe has fundamenta y inf uenced the changes go'ng 
on ‘n the world; t has ‘ncreased the attract veness of a soc’a sm 
that ex’sts for a to see and wh’ch ntated the co apse of the 
coon’a system. F fty years of the USSR-that s the trumph of 
proletar an internat‘ona smovera_ k nds of bourgeo’s nat ona sm. 

C ara Zetk n was impressed by the harmon ous comb nat on of 
nat’onal and internat‘ona e ements develop’ng and creat ve y 
funct’on’ng already ‘n the early 1920s ‘n what was then ca ed the 
Federation of Sov'et Soca st Repub cs. She cal ed th's a “fasc’nat- 
ing spectac e” demonstrat ng that the pro etar an “Internat onal 
w includea mank nd”. 


4 Cara Zetk n, Ausgewah te Reden und Schr ften Ber n 1960, Vo. p 663 
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Comrades, it is one of the most important duties of every propa- 
ganda worker in our party to awaken such fascinat’on in the minds 
of our country’s c’tizens on behold'ng th’s “fascinat'ng spectacle” 
go'ng on in the huge area extend’ng from the Behnng Strait on 
Siber'a’s eastern coast to the r'ver Elbe in the west and, reaching 
across the Atlant c to Cuba, r'ght off the coast of North America, 
from the Arct'c Ocean to the south-eastern shores of the Black Sea. 

Deepening socialist patriotism and internationa ‘sm of our 
people is a vital priority pointed out ‘n the Po ‘tburo’s dec’s‘on on 
ideological work. 

All pract cal tasks fac’ng us ‘n the GDR are now more than ever 
inextr'cab y | nked w'th the real zat’on of the aggregate programme 
of soc’al’st econom’c integrat on. The pace and effect’veness of 
econom’c development in a! countr’es of the soc’al’st commun ty 
not on y depend on mob'I’z'ng the nat’onal resources and in't a- 
t'ves, but just as much on the increas’ng effect’'veness of inter- 
nat‘onal cooperat'on and spec al zat on in all fields, from research 
and planning to production and marketing. Professional, cultural 
and personal links between people in all fraternal countries are 
increasing rapidly, tourism assumes unprecedented d mens‘ons 
and multiplies and deepens personal meet’ngs between c't zens 
of different nat’ons w'th d fferent h'stor'cal deve opments, trad t’ons 
and mental t'es who are, however, all un‘ted by the’r common 
soc’a ist system. 


(J 
Integration multiplies our joint potential 


All th's prov'des new opportunit es for graphic, convinc'ng public 
work and for propagating socialist internat’onal’sm, and also 
makes higher demands on ideolog’cal activity in this f eld. 

Practical internationalism has long since developed beyond mere 
resolutions and sol darity campa’‘gns. It is also man‘fested, and 
more clearly at that, in the exact fu f ment of research and produc- 
t'on plans accord ng to schedule, in jo'nt assessment of such fore’gn 
econom’c so utons that m’ght be of max’mum benef't to both `. 
partners concerned and to the ent’re commun'ty, and in the be- 
hav'our of our c't'zens towards fore’gn v's'tors here and towards 
the’r hosts in the fraternal countr'es. 

Agitat’on and propaganda must take these new circumstances 
into considerat’on. We will have to go on emphasiz’ng the funda- 
mental quest ons: that the world-chang'ng, peace-saving power of 


soc’al’sm der ves from the increas ng y c ose cooperat on ‘n all 
fields between the countries of our commun'ty of states; that the 
nat’onal interests of each soc’al’st country requ’re the deve opment 
of the commun’ty as a who e; that soc al st econom’e integrat on 
mu t’phes our jo’nt potent al and, thus, the economc potenta of 
every one of the members of our commun ty. 

But today we can, and must, exp ain these fundamental quest ons 
by estab sh'ng the’r connect’on w th concrete events ‘n the da’ y 

fe of our country. In every comb ned works, ‘n every d str'ct, n 
every town we can prove what soc’a ‘st ‘ntegration means: Sov'et 
oil for our petro-chem’ca industry, Sov'et power stat’on plant for 
our eectrc'ty programme, Sovet means of rat’onalizat'on and 
Sov'et research results for our eng’neer'ng industry, Hungar an 
buses and Czechos ovak trams for pub c transport, Pol sh con- 
struct’‘on mach nery for our comb ned bu d ng enterprises, spec’a- 
lized de wer'es and joint research and deve opment ‘n v rtua y ol 
fields. 

In th s way you coud analyse every s'ng e country, every s ngle 
b-anch of industry ‘n all the countr’es of our commun ty. You would 
invar ably f'nd that there ‘s hard y any product, hard y any feld of 
work or knowledge which is not a ready marked by internat onal 
socia ‘st cooperat’on. What enormous prospects, what a vast f eld 
of act v'ty our young generat on has w'th'n the enormous scope of 
the Counc’l for Mutual Econom’c Ass stance! 

Our party reaffirms its p edge that it regards ‘t as its most im- 
portant internat‘onal st duty to do its utmost to he p conso idate 
the soc’al’st commun ty of states headed by the Sov et Un’on. AI 
our efforts to deepen cooperat’on w th n our commun'ty benef t all 
fraternal peoples, serve the growth of world soc’al sm, and contr’- 
bute to change the internat onal re at’on of forces even more in 
favour of peace and socal progress. Th s is the h stor’c wor d devel- 
opment to wh ch we have lent a | our energ’es. 


Problems of advanced socialist society 


Ag'tat‘on and propaganda can only be fully effect ve ‘f they are 
based on the features, cr teria and h stor’cal tasks of the advanced 
soc’a st society. In doing so, we are consc’ous of the fact that in 
th’s f eld there ıs a need for further intens‘ve theoret’cal work, wh'ch 
must espec’a y make use of the research results of Sov’et soc‘al 
sc’ent sts invest gat’ng the aws of social sm and commun sm. 
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Soca st soc’ety is a soc‘al organ sm wh'ch is st’! young and 
dynam c and constant y chang’ng. Its growth, its maturing process 
has several stages wh ch are naturally marked (as every new deve - 
opment is) by a constant strugg e between the old and the new. 
The po'nt is that "the old” no longer means just the legacy of 
cap tal sm but also includes th ngs we have created ourse ves— 
th’ngs that were al rght and successful yesterday but can be 
obsolete obstacles tomorrow, so that they must be replaced by 


Much remains to be done, and ‘t wil certa‘nly take qu te some 
t'me for soc'a ism ‘n our country to be perfected and for the tasks 
of this phase of soc al development along the road to commun’sm 
to be so ved. 

So we are faced w'th great demands—but it is a so grat fying to 
meet them. Len'n wrote that on y soc alism is capable of “spread- 


At the stage of the matur'ng of soca sm harmon’ous propor- 
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tona deve opment ‘na feds of soc’al fe—both mater al and 
nte lectua fe-s abso ute y vta. Ths, in ts turn, makes t ’m- 
perat ve for the work ng class and tsa es, the cooperat ve farmers 
and soc’a st ‘nte ectuas, who are together shap ng the soca 
processes, to understand the a -round deve opment of soc ety Ths 
understand ng can ony be the resu t of the ideo og cal actv tes 
of our party. 

The extended econom c reproduct on go ng on n our soc ety is 
ma n y character zed by ts intens’f cat’on. Thus, sc ent f c-techno- 
og’cal progress has come to be the dec’s've factor of growth. Th’s 
enta s the need for ra’s ng the standard of the scent f c, techno- 
og’ca and the econom c educat’on of the work ng peop e. 

The pr nc'ple of d'str but on accord ng to performance must be 
observed more and more str'ct y. There w be c oser, more keen y 
fe t connect’ons between th's pr'nc’p e and the mora st mui and 
mot'vat ons for soca y useful performance. W thout a h gh degree 
of ideolog cal matur’ty on the part of the work ng peop e, however, 
ne ther the performance pr nc'pe nor mora stm i can be fu y 
effect've. 

The development of advanced soc al st soc’ety makes new and 
greater demands on the soc’a st state, on management by the 
state, s'nce the soc’a ist state 's the man ‘nstrument in the con- 
struct on of our soc’ety. Exper ence has shown that the further 
deve opment of soc’a st democracy ‘s the basc means of 
strengthen’ng the soc’a st state and of ‘mprov ng the entre po - 
tca organ zat on of society. 

Democrat c co-respons b ty for and co-determ'nat on of soca 
processes, however, a so presuppose awareness of the’r object ve 
aws. 

In short, we have reached a stage of soc al development at wh ch 
there are many new prob ems and tasks that have to be so ved 'n 
a new manner, too. Ths is the object've reason why the roe of 
deo og’ca work has cons‘derably ‘ncreased n ‘mportance. The 
task put forward by the VIllth Party Congress, v'z to cont nue 
develop ng the sc’ent f c v'ew of the wor d among the ent re work- 
ing cass and among al other work’ng peop e, notably youth, is 
thus log’ca ly connected w th the’r ‘ncreas ng actv ty as bu ders 
and deve opers of the new soc’ety, no matter ‘n what fed they 
are work’ng and assum’ng respons’b I‘ty For they musta be able 
to assess and understand processes concern ng the soc ety as a 
whole. 

Let me i ustrate th s po nt by draw’ng your attent’on to the man 
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task put forward by the VIllth Party Congress. The ma'n task, “wh ch 
is the bas s as we | as the ult mate a'm of ag tat on and propagan- 
da”, can justfably be sad to have been qu ckly accepted and 
wholehearted y we comed by the overwhelm ng major'ty of our 
people. It has, therefore, g'ven r se to intense act'v ty and a var ety 
of 'n t'at ves. Our econom c sucsesses s'nce the Villth Party Con- 
gress are e oquent proof of th’s fact. 

The econom’c po cy int ated by the V Ith Party Congress, whose 
a'm 's secur ty and steady progress, has proved ts va ue by pos’- 
tve y chang ng the stuaton ‘n many feds, increas’ng peop es 
nterest ‘n the r work, and g v ng new momentum to the ‘n tat ve of 
m lons of people. 

Th’s ‘s borne out by the fact that for many months now the pan 
for ‘ndustr al goods product on has been constant y surpassed 
The va ue created ‘n th s way amounted to a total of 2.1 thousand 
ml on marks on 31 October. The ncreas'ng cons stency of eco- 
nom c processes ‘s a so man’fested in the fact that about 85 per 
cent of the centra y managed nat ona y-owned industr al enter- 
pr'ses had a ready fu fl ed the r annual p ans of ‘ndustra goods 
product on by the end of October. Of these, one-th rd reached a 
product v ty growth of ten and more per cent. Exports to the USSR 
‘ncreased by 23 per cent over the same per'od ‘n the prev'ous 
year, wh ch was aso more than schedu ed. At the same t'me we 
imported v ta raw mater’a s, means of rat ona ‘zat on and consum- 
er goods from the Sov et Un on to sat'sfy the needs of the nat onal 
economy and of the popu at’on. 

Dur ng the past ten months 89,590 new homes were created, 
‘nclud ng 53517 new fats, ‘.e. 1,117 more than schedu ed, and 
4029 more than were bu t dur ng the same per od ast year. The 
net d rect incomes of the populat’on had r'sen by 37 thousand 
ml on marks by the end of October, wh e the reta | trade turn- 
over had r sen by 33 thousand m Il on marks, or 62 per cent (the 
percentage being even h’gher w th regard to ‘ndustr’al consumer 
goods. 9.4 per cent). 

1972 wll undoubtedly be a year of cons’derabe successes n 
the econom c development of our country. It w | be a year that 
gave us the b ggest ‘ncrease to date in f ats, k ndergartens and 
creches, a year wth a bumper gra‘n harvest and the b ggest in- 
crease so far in the reta | trade turnover. Under the cond t ons of 
social sm a huge econom'c potent al has deve oped ‘n our country 

Our ‘ndustr al goods product on has now reached a va ue of 
more than 190 thousand m'llon marks. Our planned, dynam c 
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economy, wh'ch 's free of cr ses, exp o'tat on and proft nterests, 
s regarded wth respect by workers, emp oyees, eng neers and 
techn cans ‘n many cap tal st countres We have at our d sposal 
an enormous matera and techno og ca potental, the extens on 
and more effect ve ut zat on of wh ch for the a ms of soca sm is 
both an econom’c and an deo og ca necess ty 

The stab ty and dynam sm of our econom c development makes 
it a | the more obv ous that there st | are obstac es wh ch must be 
overcome energetca y, so as to ach eve even greater progress. 

We a know about the backlog ‘n the fuf ment of pans and 
contracts ‘n var ous fe ds We know about d gress ons from pans 
'n certa'n cap ta projects and about a certa n de ay ‘n the fuf - 
ment of the p an of sc ent f c and techno og cal deve opment; and 
we are aware of def c’ent qua ty of products n some branches 
wh ch 's man fested in an excess ve percentage of rejects, repa r 
and guarantee serv’ces. We are also aware of the excess ve amount 
of overt me work and lost man-hours st occurr ng 

In the cont nued preparat’on of the v tal p an for 1973 we must 
concentrate a ideas and proposals on remov ng such obstacles 
andfuf ng the tasks panned nalfeds.Wew’ have to oppose 
any trend towards inc ud ng n the pans on y what su ts one’s own 
w shes. The prnc'pes of rea stc pannng carefu baancng, 
and ut zng the aw of panned proport onal deve opment of the 
nat ona economy must not be v olated 


Using ideology to mobilize people 


Much of th s can be ach’eved through the party's ‘deolog’ca work, 
wh ch is not an end in ttse f. It shou d not and may not be restr cted 
to ascerta’n'ng successes or def c enc’es. It must not only expla n 
and persuade but t must aso mob’ ze people for act’on. Len‘n 
once sa'd that a propagand st was not a mere tutor but aso a 
representat've of the overa nterests of the state whose power s 
vested 'n the work'ng c ass and ‘tsa es. 

On the other hand, past exper ence has shown that 't 's by no 
means enough mere y to accept the econom c po cy and the man 
task def ned by the party and to have the honest des‘re to he p 
rea ze them. Its important, part cu arly ‘n th’s connection, to grasp 
the new ‘deas emanat ng from the E ghth Party Congress and from 
the reso ut ons adopted by it. 

In order to concentrate our efforts fu lyon mak'ng futher progress 
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in sc’ence and technology by way of rational zaton we must fully 
understand the decis’ons of the Eighth Party Congress and the fact 
that the intensively extended reproduct’on in our time is the main 
course to be followed to make further econom’c headway, especial- 
ly in the GDR, that, in principle, no one has the rght to create a 
new job slot in our economy without previously having created a 
redundancy to fil] that slot. 

Those who see the objective of the ma'n task solely in raising the 
material standard of | v'ng wil not devote the necessary attent’on 
to the development of soc alist democracy, to the involvement of 
the workers in decision-making, ta inform ng the peaple and devel- 
oping intellectual life in their sphere of respons bil ty. We must 
become more fully aware of the fact that the main task facing us is 
to satisfy not only maternal but also intellectual and cultural needs 
of the people and that mature socialism means above all the 
emergence of large numbers of mature socialist persona ties. 

Economy demands the rational employment of all available 
means and resources. Th's opens up a wide vista for effective 
ideological work, with particular emphas s on its educational side, 
for training our sights upon h’gher effect’'veness means declaring 
war on all sorts of waste of our common property, of working time, 
materials and energy as well os on badly worked up, subjective 
decisions. Jt means the promat’on and moral recagniton of in- 
novators and ensuring the participation of the broodest possible 
strata of wark'ng people in wosking up decisions. 

Scientific and technical progress is the most important means of 
increasing the effectiveness and the rate of development of socialist 
product on. Th's makes it incumbent upon ideolog’cal work to help 
create an inte lectual atmosphere in wh'ch the spirit of discovery 
and innovation is allowed full play, in which socialist team work 
between workers, eng’neers and scient’sts develops thus shorten- 
ing the time span between a scientif c discovery and its productive 
apphcation and elim nat ng detours and obstacles in its path, an 
atmosphere in which people's read ness and ability to continue 
the r qualificat on, to exchange experience and to acquire Soviet 
experience keep growing. 

To be able to participate in implementing the economic policy 
outl'ned during the E'ghth Party Congress, the work’ng peope 
must have a thorough knowledge of the concrete econom’c tosks 
and problems `n the’r sphere of work and in the nat’onal economy 
as a whole. They must have a good grasp of the economic laws of 
soc alism and of the sc’ent fic fundamentals of our econom c policy. 
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The work'ng peop e, and part’cular y a | managers, must acqu're 
the ability to make thorough economic ana yses of the’r sphere of 
work, of the r place of work so as to be abe to ut ‘ze ava abe 
resources, put forward suggest ons, make competent dec’s ons and 
to work creatively. All this should promote a pos t've attitude towards 
soc’al’st property and work. 

The recept v ty for and interest in econom c know edge grow as 
people become aware that they need th s knowledge, that, armed 
wth th’s know edge, they ach’eve better successes n soc’a'st 
emulat on and that they can better cope w th the’r everyday tasks. 
That “s why econom c ag tat on and propaganda work shou d not 
stand aloof from or above emu aton, pan d scuss’on, work w'th 
the househo d book or product’on discuss ons. Rather, it should 
eave its mark on these act'vtes and help to make them more 
effect've. That is why party organ‘zat’ons shou d make even more 
“ntensive use of and promote such institut‘ons and methods of 
pract’ce-or'ented economc propaganda as schools of socal st 
work, teams of lecturers, econom’c aborator’es and progress shows. 

Theory should never be made to appear in our ideolog cal work 
as an unreal stc ‘deal nor should practce be re egated to the 
evel of patchwork. We shou d always bear in m nd that the theory 
of Marx sm-Len‘n’sm analyses and uncovers laws govern ng real 

fe, that 't expresses the real possb t'es offered by soc’a ‘sm, 
wh'ch we are rea z'ng step by step in our everyday work. 

But theory would be useless if t reflected only the ex’st'ng rea ty 
and if t dd not po’nt the way to that wh ch ‘s necessary and pos- 
s ble and to that wh’ch s atta nab e. Marx says that an arch tect 
d st ngu’shes h'mself even from the best bee by the fact “that he 
bu'lds the cel in h s head before bu ld ng t ‘n wax”, that “at the 
end of the work ng process...a result” `s achieved, “which ex sted 
‘n an ‘deal form a ready before ‘t was started”®, In th’s sense theory 
s an ‘deal ant'c'pat'on of mature soc’al’sm, wh ch we are seek'ng 
to establ sh. 

Ana yses preced ng the present conference have shown that 
progress ‘s fastest in those cases where the style of the E ghth 
Party Congress preva‘ls, where there are close tes between the 
party and the masses, where the problems and quest’ons that ‘nter- 
estour c't zens are tackled and answered ‘na matter-of-fact way and 
soberly, but not wthout revolut’onary fervour, where ways are 
found to g've a cear understand ng of the re atons and con- 
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nect ons between people’s everyday worr es, asp rat ons and joys 
and the great h stor’cal processes tak’ng place 'n the world ‘n our 
t mes and where our po ‘t’cal work ` um nates the comp ex and 
contrad ctory processes of both the ‘nternat onal cass strugge 
and the process of soca st constructon wth the ‘ght of the 
Marx st-Len’nist science in sucn a way that the fundamental 
quest ons, the c ass prob ems, become c ear to each and everyone 


Our struggle for peace and against imperialism 


In accord w th the fraternal part es, we regard the preservat on of 
world peace as the most ‘mportant and central ‘ssue of fore’gn 
po cy. We are jo’ntly tak'ng max mum advantage of a s tuaton n 
which mperalsm must adapt tse f to the new ‘nternat’onal con- 
stel at’on of forces to ach eve po t'cal solut‘ons and peaceful sett e- 
ments that leave no road open by wh'ch ‘t may attempt to solve 
ts nterna prob ems through war or by resort ng to force. Thus we 
ensure the construct on of Soca sm and Commun sm under favour- 
ab e cond tons We protect and defend the ves of mons upon 
m ons of peop e. Th's's n ne wtn the human st nature of our 
soca order 

The USSR and a | fraterna states are usnga_ ther power and 
‘nfluence to th’s end. The Len n st pr'nc p e of peaceful coex stence 
between states w th d fferent soc al orders, wh ch was st | “gnored 
and attacked by the ‘mper al'sts only a few years ago, has become 
a major factor 'n ‘nternat ona developments. 

Thanks to the rule of soc alism in three quarters of th’s cont nent 
‘thas been poss b e to ach’eve what Europe had never exper enced 
under the absolute ru e of capitalism, ie, a prolonged per od of 
peace. After several decades of strugg e by our states Europe has 
come to a fundamental turn ng po'nt, t has entered upon a new 
phase of development and re atons between states. The mut- 
ateral preparatory meet ng for the European Conference on Se- 
cur'ty and Cooperat’on is to open ‘n Hels nki in a few days’ t'me 

The Bas c Treaty on Relat ons between the German Democrat 
Republ c and the Federal Republ c of Germany was drawn up and 
inta ed ony a few days ago fo owng drawn out and dffcut 
negotatons If we compare the prneiples and ob got ons set 
forth ‘n the treaty w'th the pol cy pursued by the Federa Repub c 
towards the GDR for more than twenty years we w | notce what 
a great step has now been made towards the recogn’t’on of rea - 
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tes and towards the ‘mp ementat on of the pr nc pe of peaceful 
coex’stence aso between these two states wth d fferent soca 
orders. 

Our a m has been to estab sh relat ons of peacefu coex stence 
as are customary and mutua y benefca between sovere gn states 
ndependent of one another w'th the Federal Repub c just as w th 
any other country And we have proceeded from the assumpt on 
that such a treaty would serve to promote the process of strength- 
en ng European secur ty 

The Bas’‘c Treaty on Relat ons between the German Democrat c 
Repub cand the Federal Repub c of Germany's of course a treaty 
between states w th d fferent, indeed antagon stc soc’al orders 
Cond t ons of peaceful coex stence are a great v ctory for human ty 
But we shou d not overlook the fact that mpera sm st | ex sts and 
that t represents a power that should not be underest’mated 

Vig ance in the struggle against imper al sm and ts intr'gues 
shou d not be s ackened. Not ony ts there no cease-f re on the 
ideo og ca front but the struggle has intens fed And that ts why 
a h gher standard of ideo og cal work salsoca ed for n this fied. 
The reso ut on of the Po tburo leaves no doubt at all about th s. 
For peacefu coex’stence s not deo og ca coex stence. 

We must contnue wtha_ the power of conv cton at our com- 
mand to unmask the character of mpera sm and ts react onary 
and nhuman nature The resoluton of the Pol tburo contains 
va uab e advce in th's connect’on regard ng the sc'ent f c bases 
of our pol cy, regard ng the essent’al man’festat’ons of ‘mper’a st 
act v ty'n ourt’mes, wh'ch we should bear in m nd, and! shou d I ke 
to add that we should keep al’ve and not forget our own b’tter 
exper’ences w th ‘mper’al sm before as we! as after the social st 
revolut’on, wh’ch have cost us so much. 

After all, the confrontat on w’th bourgeo’s ‘deo ogy ’s ‘ntens'fy- 
“ng, espec’al y `n v ew of the cond t ons in wh’ch ‘t confronts us and 
attempts to ‘nfluence us. 

To us Marx'sts-Len'n'sts, of course, ths problem 's noth’ng new. 
Th’s confrontat‘on has a ways been part of our propaganda work. 
It runs | ke a red thread through tne ent re h story of the revo ut on- 
ary labour movement A! fundamental works of Marx, Engels and 
Len'’n represent m tant wrt ngs aga nst bourgeo’s ‘deology and 
for the construct’on of a new wor d 

We are fight rg aga‘nst a | those repugnant not ons that m’suse 
man’s ab I ty to reason for inhuman ends. We are fight ng for a 
verifiably true v'ew of life that is worthy of man’s reason and makes 


Jor man’s welfare. Thus, the confrontat on w'th bourgeois ideo ogy 
is m tant and construct ve at the same t me. 

The triumphant advance of the socialist world outlook on a world- 
wide scale is borne out by numerous man’‘festations among wh’ch 
the d verse contortions to which bourgeois ideology ‘s forced to 
resort today are not the least conspicuous ones. The more real 
socialism becomes in the world and the more people, also those 
living in cap talist countr’es, seek an inte lectual alternat've to the 
imperialist cond’t'ons and views in the teachings of Marx, Engels 
and Len n the more bourgeo s ideo og sts are compelled to resort 
to covert forms of ideological struggle. 

The truth of Len‘n’s prophesy made in 1913 that “The dialect’cs 
of history are such that the theoretical v`ctory of Marxism forces its 
enemies to d’sgu’se themselves as Marxists” has never been so 
evident as today. The tendency of bourgeo’s ideology to operate 
more and more w th rev's on’st, anarchist and other pseudo-social- 
ist theories can be understood only in th’s | ght. And final y, the 
hazy vocabulary of present-day bourgeo’s ideology, the talk about 
“democrat’c soc’alism”, “reformed capitalism”, a “new qual'ty of 
Ife", the industr al society, “de-ideolog'zot’on”, convergency, ant’- 
authoritar an behaviour and other such claptrap testify to the plan 
fact that histor ca ly, bourgeois ideology is on the defensive. 

Of course this does not mean that in its struggle against so- 
c olism imperal’sm does not mob ‘ze and bring to bear the full 
gamut of ideological trends, ranging from the ultra-conservat ve 
and pro-fascist ideolog es, chauv'nism, race theories, 'beral and 
bourgeo's-par ‘amentary ideas and innumerabe ph’'losoph cal 
- sms that cla’m to be modern up to the various forms of deviat on 
from, falsification and d stort on of the ideas of the working closs 
ond of left-wing and right-wing opportun’sm, Under the banner of 
anti-communism, ant’-Sov’etism and natonolism it is tryng to 
gather round it ond use all elements, ranging from ultra-rightist 
ideolog’sts ond polit’cians, bourgeois nationalists and r'ght-wing 
Social-Democrat leaders, revision’sts and “ultra-Leftists” up to the 
Maoists. 

That is why ‘t is our class responsibility cons’stently to cont'nue 
and to organize the struggle against all forms of bourgeois ideolo- 
gy, against all shades of rightist and “left-wing” opportun’sm even 
more effectively, act'vely, and thorough y. 
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On the effectiveness of ideological work 


The reso ut'on of the Po tburo w th good reasons emphas‘zes that 
work `n the ‘deo og cal fie d ‘s a reward ng and respected act v ty 
for the cause of soc’a sm. But as we have seen, the tasks fac ng 
act'v'sts and propagand sts ‘n implement ng the reso ut'ons of the 
E'ghth Party Congress are not few. Th’s ra ses the quest’on as to 
how we can manage to develop the required measure of soca ‘st 
consc’ousness in the major'ty of the c't zens and how we can ensure 
that the teachings of Marx’sm-Len n'sm are d ssem‘nated on an 
even broader sca e and move the masses even more deeply and 
thus become an even more powerful mater’al force in the con- 
struct‘on of soca sm and inthe nternat onal c ass strugg e. 

The reso uton and the present conference w’ serve as a gu de 
in th’s work. That is why a party organ zat’ons shou d frst of a 
use the reso ut on for test ng the r work in the ‘deo og'ca f'eld and 
to ask themse ves whether the’r work and effect’'veness meet these 
standards and what is to be done in order to meet them. 

tis mportant to emp oy the ex’st’ng instruments and means of 
deolog ca work more effect’ve y. We have chosen ths term from 
the sc ence of econom cs because we w sh to make c ear that in 
most instances we do not favour greater expend tures, more or 
longer meet ngs, conferences or reports, but that we are str'v'ng 
for broader and deeper effects. After the present conference the 
emphas’s shou d be on improv'ng the coord’nat on ofa ex’st'ng 
methods of propagat ng Marx sm-Len‘n'sm and on a theoret ca y 
more profound and vivd, i.e, more effect ve, presentat on of our 
ph losophy in the pract ca ‘mplementat on of the reso ut’on. 


Daily persuasion and oral propaganda 


The most ‘mportant forum for work’ng out and pass’ng on argu- 
ments to comrades for use n the'r da ly ideolog cal persuas on 
work `s the party meet ng. In ‘t we shape the party forces to help 
successfu y imp ement the dec’s’ons of the Central Comm ttee. It s 
a schoo of Marx st-Len‘n’st educat on for a! comrades. It can fu f 

th’s funct on only if it is character'zed by I ve y po tca actity ‘f 
‘t affords comrades an opportun ty to exchange v'ews in collect ve 
d scuss on about ways of exp a n'ng party po cy more conv'ne'ng y, 
of answer ng po 't’cal quest ons put by peope, of com'ng out 
aga'nst th’s or that erroneous or backward view or of countering 
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th s or that l'e or d stort on spread by the adversary. We need an 
open atmosphere, ‘n wh’ch every comrade can pla nly put h's ques- 
tons and ra'se h s problems. 

Marx’st educat on c asses are an ‘mportant prerequ's te for the 
pa-ty member s everyday ideo og cal work with the work ng peop e. 
Len n's adv ce was that every party member should at all t mes 
endeavour to acquire “the necessary know edge, the necessary 
exper ence and—apart from knowledge and exper ence—the neces- 
sary subte ntut'on n order to solve complex po ‘t’cal quest’ons 
qu’ck y and correctly”. That ‘s why Marx’st educaton casses 
occupy a central pos t on in party | fe. They open to the major ty of 
the party members a rich stock of knowledge of Marx st-Len n st 
theory, exp a n the strategy and tact cs of the party and he p them 
better to understand and fu f | the tasks of soca st construct on 

On the one hand, the ‘mpact of our oral propaganda depends 
on whether every comrade understands how to present the party 
standpo'nt to the non-party members 'n hs everyday d’scuss ons 
w th them and, on the other hand, we have seen that the party 
needs act v'sts just as much to ensure max'mum eff c ency of oral 
propaganda as ‘t needs tutors for spread ng the theory. Indeed, 
comrades lfe has shown that the party needs act'v sts and tne 
resolut on formulates th’s unamb’guous y as the task of al party 
comm ttees 

Those comrades shou d be charged w th oral propaganda work 
that have exper ence n party work, that have a f rm command of 
Marx sm-Len n sm, that read y get on good terms w'th peop e 
around them, that can present the r arguments ‘n a conv ne'ng 
manner and that have the ab I ty to I sten to others, to understand 
them and to answer the’r quest ons. 

Var ous new forms of pub c work have proved successful after 
the E ghth Party Congress. Th s ho ds true part cularly of pol't’cal 
d scuss’ons w'th smal groups, wh ch makes poss ble a d fferent - 
ated and intens‘ve treatment of quest’ons. Th's form has also proved 
useful ‘n the publ c work performed by the Natonal Front, the 
trade un ons and the youth organ zat on. 

Our party has always regarded Marx st-Leninist educat on of 
its cadres as an important and respons ble leadersh’p task and 
has, for th’s reason,devoted max mum attent on to the cont nuous 
development of party schools. Now as before, the pr'nc pal task of 
these schools is thoroughly to acqua’nt party cadres w'th the 
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scence of Marx'sm-Len’n sm, w'th the reso ut ons of the Eghth 
Party Congress and the documents of the nternat ona commun’st 
movement, espec’a y of the CPSU, to cont nue conso dat'ng ther 
class consciousness and to enabe them to keep ‘mprov'ng the r 
work n promot ng and deve op`ng the soc al’st consc’ousness of 
the work'ng peop e wth’n the scope of the’r party organ zat on. 
The resolut on adopted by the Po tburo instructs us to g ye our 
speca attent on to ra s'ng the standard of educat on and nstruc- 
t on at the party schoo s more qu ck y. Theoret cal instruct'on must 
be even c oser to | fe and more pract ce-or'ented than befo e. 


Uninterrupted study of Marxism-Leninism 


Marx'sm-Len’n sm 's not earned by heart, one acqu res command 
of t by appy'ng t. The object of party Propaganda 's not to 
aquo'nt the student w th theory per se, it s to enabe h m to use t 
in the po tca strugg ego ng on ‘n our t'me. Th s asp‘rat on shou d 
determ ne the work of each c oss and of each course. The quest ons 
asked by our peop e these days, the’r “deo og cal, po ıt cal, eco- 
nom c prob ems and prob ems reat ng to art should not be eft 
unnot ced by our party schoo s and sem'nars they be ong r'ght'n 
the r centre, they shou d a ways be part of the sy abus. 

Acqua'nt'ng the comrades w'th the sc'entfc method of the 
c ass’cs, w th the mater’a ‘st d alect cs, wh ch Enge s referred to as 
“l... our best too and our sharpest weapon...”, is part of these 
cose ‘nks wth fe and pract’ce and, consequenty, of a hgh 
theoret’cal standard of ‘nstruct on. The party school must enabe 
the comrades—to use Len‘n’s words—“to app y ‘n pract’ce the 
mater a ‘st assessment of al sdes of the act vty and fe of a 
classes, strata and groups*.” Th's ca Is for a thorough study of the 
works of Marx, Enge s and Len‘n, whch we shou d g ve more sup- 
port to everywhere. 

We must see to ‘t that the w’shes and needs of our act v'sts and 
tutors for exchang ng exper’ence are better comp ‘ed w th, th’s ’s 
commanded by the h gh esteem `n wh ch we ho d the’r respons be 
and manys‘ded work, 

We are aware of the fact that t's not easy to meeta the de- 
mands made on the act'v sts and tutors of the party 'n our day. We 


9 Marx Enges Works, Vol 21, p 293 
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a so know that more ‘ntens‘ve and act've he p and gu dance must 
be g ven to the cadres on the ideo og ca front. 

Not al the quest ons covered by the resolut’on of the Po tburo 
have been dea t w th here. But we do not regard the present con- 
ference as the ast, but rather as the frst word ‘n the creat've 
d scuss’on of our party concern’ng the best ways of ‘mp ement ng 
the reso ut on. 

We cannot put forward enough w se ‘deas and suggest ons for 
conduct ng ag tat on and propaganda work that ‘s worthy of the 
world’s greatest revo ut’onary cause. A vast stock of ‘deas, a mu t - 
p c'tyofforms,w se eadersh p and a sober ana ys s of the ach eve- 
ments made are needed in order to keep improv’ng and render ng 
more effect ve the way in wh'ch we propagate our deo ogy among 
the masses, ‘n order that the ‘deology be useful to the peop e and 
that t enable them to become se f-conf dent persona tes, act ve 
bu ders of a soc ety that we just y ca | mature soca sm. 

Insp red by th’s awareness we set about the new tasks we are 
confronted w th. Let us make our party's word, wh'ch was proc a'm- 
ed a quarter of a century ago by a re at ve m nor ty and hes’tant y 
heard by the major ty of our people and wh'ch today s uphe d and 
recogn zed bym ons, so effect ve that tomorrow tw | determ’ne 
the thoughts and feel ngs of al and that ‘t w! become the pr'me 
'nte ectual need of every ct zen of our German Democrat c Re- 
pub c Ths, comrades, s our task, 


The tasks of agitation and propaganda 

work and further implementation 

of the decisions adopted by the VIllth Congress 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 


Decson of the Po tburo of the SED Centra Comm'ttee of 
7 November 1972 


The V th SED Congress has introduced a new phase of creat've 
act v'ty. Pract cal | fe proves that the ‘mp ementat’on of its dec s ons 
‘`s character’zed by the endeavour to do everyth ng for the benef t 
of man, for the happ‘ness of the people and for the interests of the 
work’ng cass and a Í work ng peop e. The party and the peop e 
are more and more un ted. Soc’al’st democracy is deve op'ng ona 
arge sca e, and ‘ntel ectual and cu tural Ife is be’ng enr’ched. 
All th’s strengthens the German Democrat c Republ'c, the soc al’st 
workers’ and farmers’ state, and represents an act ve part'c’pat’on 
*n the process of the revolut’onary transformat'on of the wor d. The 
fundamental dec’s'ons adopted at the XXIVth CPSU Congress, the 
dec’s ons of our Villth Party Congress and those of the congresses. 
he d by the fraternal part es of the commun ty of soca st states, 
wh'ch area successfu ly be ng imp emented, g've the construct on 
of soc’al sm new d'mens'ons and greater perspect'ves. 


For a high level of political consciousness and greater activity in. 
the advancing world of socialism 


The estab shment of developed soc a ‘st soc’ety ‘s a g’gant c and 
creat ve process wh‘ch has to be systemat ca y shaped by the m - 
lons of work'ng peope under the eadersh’p of ther f ghtng 
Marx’st-Len’n st party in accordance w'th the object ve laws of 
soca‘sm. Ths aways makes new demands on the teach'ng of 
Marx'st-Len n st sc ence and on the content and organ zat on of 
the party s ag tat on and propaganda act'vt es. 

it ıs the ma'n concern of the party's ag'tat‘on and propaganda 
work to prov de the work'ng class and a! work'ng peop e w th the 
revo ut onary ideas of Marx sm-Len‘n‘sm, to enl ghten them on the 
, successtul mp ementat on of our ideas throughout the world, to 
“educate them in the sp r t of commun st ‘deals to become staunch 
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and resolute fghters, to mob ze them for the fuf ment of the 

dec's ons of the party and to increase the r capac ty to f ght aga‘nst 

the po ces and ‘deo ogy of impera sm. 

It s the action programme ot the party's ideolog’cal actvtes 
to enab e the work'ng cass and a work'ng people ideolog ca y 
to cope successfu yw th the nsp rng and cha eng ng tasks resu t- 
ing from the dec s‘ons of the VI th Party Congress. 

The constant development of ‘deo og’cal work 's a law of the 
construct on of soca sm and commun sm. The requ’rements for 
the effect veness of ag tat on and propaganda act v ty are grow'1g 
due to the fo ow ng dec s ve factors: 

— It has become a pror ty to ra se the evel of socia ‘st consc ous- 
ness of the work ng peop e and to ‘mpart knowledge of how the 
GDR’s soca st soc’ety, in fraternal a ‘ance w'th the Sov'et 
Un’on, ’s ga n ng 'n strength and how soc a st ‘ntegrat on of the 
countr’es of the commun ty of soc’a st states is advancing. 

— A h’gh soca st consc’ousness promotes and determnes tie 
further deve opment of soc’a st democracy. Propaganda and 
educat ona work of a conv nc ng nature governs the re at’onsh’p 
among the peop e and the r att tude towards the soc’a st order 
more and more. The process of deoloa’cal matur’ng is dec’s've 
for the soca st transformat’on of the persona ty of the peop e. 

— Afrmcass post on ıs a so an essent’a factor for new successes 
‘n the class strugg e aga nst impera sm, a struggle that is `n- 
tens fy ng and wh'ch ‘s tak’ng pace on d fferent leve s and n 
var ous forms and ‘ncludesa_ spheres of soc’al | fe. 


Marxism-Leninism—the victorious banner of all revolutionary forces 


Marx’sm-Len‘n sm is the re ab e compass for our party. A revo- 
lut’onary changes take place under ‘ts ‘nfluence. Marx st-Len n’st 
theory, proven ‘n | fe and in the f re of struggle, is the guarantee 
for new v ctor es of our just cause. t's a gu'de for act on, for the 
revolut onary transformat’on of the word. t alone enables the 
people to relate themselves proper y to the often complex processes 
of world events, to safeguard the ‘nterests of the work’ng c ass and 
of al work ng peop e ‘n a systemat'c and creat've manner, and to 
enr ch the r own | ves and make them mean’‘ngfu. 

The more profound y the peop e ass m ate the Marx st-Len‘n’st 
out ook on the world, the more they study the works of Karl Marx, 
Freder'ck Engels and Vlad mr ly ch Len‘n, the more deep y they 
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w'| be conv'nced that the fal of cap'ta sm and the v'ctory of 
socialism on an international scale is a certa‘nty. Marx’sm-Leninism 
a one can give va d answers to the quest ons ra sed by our age. 
It's a liv ng teach’ng which is constant y deve op‘ng. It’s constantly 
enr'ched by the bu’ d’ng of soc a ism and commun’sm, by the revo- 
lut‘onary struggle of the internat'onal commun’st and work'ng-class 
movement. 

The success of our ‘deolog’cal work depends on how we succeed 
n propagat'ng the bas’c truths of our theory in closest assoc‘at on 
wth the atest fndngs resutng from the actvtes of the word 
commun st movement and ‘ts lead ng force, the Commun’st Party 
of the Sov et Un on. In the same way as Marx sm-Len‘n sm ‘s the 
overa wor d outlook of the revo ut'onary work'ng class, ‘t has to be 
taught, stud’ed and translated ‘nto pract’ce as a who e. It is m- 
portant for the party's ag taton and propaganda work to act 
always in conform ty w’th the proven pr nc’p e of the un ty of theory 
and practice, of words and deeds, because Marx’sm-Len‘nism does 
not on y exp a'n the word — ıt transforms ‘t. On th’s bas’s it has 
been dec'ded: 


1. 

Ag taton and propaganda act v t'es have to be concentrated st | 
more systemat'ca ly on the a I-round strengthen'ng of our soc’a st 
GDR, on its ever stronger anchoring in the commun ty of soc’a st 
states. It is essent’a to act in such a way that each c't'zen fee s that 
he is a member of th’s commun ty, of th’s great fraternal a fiance 
wh'ch dec’s'vely influences the revolut’onary reb'rth of the world 
and represents the ma'n guarantee of peace and secur'ty. The 
German Democrat’c Republ’c is an integral part of th’s fam'ly of 
soc’al’st nat ons. Today soca st patr ot sm and pro etar an inter- 
nat ona ‘sm are reflected in consc ous act ons for the strengthen- 
ing and the protection of the GDR and, at the same t me, of the 
fraternal socia ‘st a ance, Internat onal’sm and patr'ot'sm are 
increas ng y merg’ng. The integrat on of the commun ty of soc‘al st 
states ‘s a revolut onary task of our t'me. The character, pace and 
s gnfcance of socal st econom’c integrat‘on as a qual tat'vely 
new stage of cooperat’on requ’re that a | work’ng people act and 
th’nk in the sp'rit of soc‘al’st patr'ot'sm and pro etaran inter- 
nat’onal sm. Educat’on in the sp’r't of soc’a ‘st patr’ot'sm and 
proletar an imernat onal sm is the most effect've weapon against 
all man festat’ons of the bourgeo s ideology, and of nat ona sm in 
part cular, 
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We must fervent y make a! people aware of the fact that the 
more powerfu y soc’a sm develops the more secure is peace. It ‘s 
necessary to propagate unt r'ng y the truth that soc al sm ‘s fu y 
in keep'ng w th the nterests of al progress ve forces in the world 
Agitation and propaganda should make the abso utely peaceful 
ond human’stc a ms of soc’a st fore gn po ‘cy, the ach evements 
made n mpementng the peace programme adopted by the 
XXiVth CPSU Congress and the correspond ng dec’s’ons of our 
Villth Party Congress more v s ble. It must be shown that hard f ght 
is required to compe mper'a ism to accept peace. 

The struggles and vctores in the nternat’onal revolutionary 
process have to be presented ‘n such a way that the p’oneer roe 
of the Sov et Un’on ‘n human progress, the love of the Land of the 
Sov ets, respect for the enormous efforts and ach’evements of the 
CPSU which are of wor d-wide and h storic sign’ficance, of the 
Sov et state founded by Len n, of the Sov et work'ng class and of 
the whole Sov’et peop e reach the m’nds and hearts of a | peope 
Th’s att tude towards the CPSU and the USSR, towards this pr nc - 
pal torce in the strugg e for peace, democracy and soc‘al’sm wh ch 
has ex sted for more than 50 years, was, is, and w'll rema‘n for our 
party the touchstone of oya ty to Marx’sm-Len n sm, of oya ty to the 
work ng class and ts h stor’c mss on 


2. 

Ag'tat on and propoganda activ ty must be consistently derived 
from the ma'n task as la d down by the Villth Party Congress and 
must be a med at ts fut ment. It must be a permanent object’ve 
to expla’n both the purposes of the man task and the means of 
implement ng ‘t. Proceed ng from the bas'c law of soc’al’sm it 
shou d be made absolute y clear that the whole pol cy of the party 
must be focused on the further sat sfact on of the mater‘al, intel- 
lectual and cu tural needs of the peope and that everywhere 
serous, self ess and cons stent efforts must be made to ach‘eve th s 
lofty aim. The purpose and nature of soc’a ism, its advantages and 
laws should be propagated to a larger extent. This includes making 
al work ng peop e constant y aware of the fact that the further 
improvement of mater al and cultural I'v'ng standards depends on 
the fu f Iment and overfu f ment of the nat onal econom c pans, 
on systemat c, d sc pl ned and effective work, on a soc’al st att tude 
towards work and publ c property. The strugg e aga‘nst the waste 
of labour and publ c Property has to be ‘ntens f ed by means of 
ag'tat’on and propaganda act'v ty. 
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The ach evements of the scent fc and technolog cal revolut on 
have to be harmon’ous y I nked to the advantages of soca sm in 
order to provide for a constant increase of labour produtw ty The 
so ut’on of ths key problem shoud be a prorty for deolog cal 
work. It ‘s necessary to encourage the actvtes of a work'ng 
people n soca st emu aton, to make fu use ofthe r capab tes 
and the’r sense of ‘ngenu'ty, the r ‘deas and proposals, to acceler- 
ate scient f c and technolog ca progress and to be ‘nto erant of ts 
underest’mat on More attent on should be d rected to the re at on- 
sh p between soc’a st rat ona zat on, intens f cat on of product on 
and the improvement of the work ng and vng cond tons of the 
work'ng peope, partcuary to a thorough mprovement of the 
work’ng env ronment. 

Ag taton and propaganda work should st mulate a proper 
appreciat on of outstand ng ach evements in ad of socal sm. 
Mater al and mora levers have to be harmon’ous y appl ed in such 
a manner that the act'v t es of the work ng peop e and the soc a ist 
mot vat on for the r behav’our are better st mu ated. 

More attent on shou d be g ven to impart ng econom c as we | as 
scentfc and techno og'cal know edge For ths purpose the 
appropriate nstructon of workers, cooperat’ve farmers, intellec- 
tuals and manager'al staff in econom’cs has to be extended 'n the 
next few years, makng ful and coordinated use of re evant 
opportun tes offered by state and ‘ndustra managera bodes 
the FDGB (Confederat on of Free German Trade Un ons), FDJ 
(Free German Youth), URANIA (Soc’ety for the Dissem‘nat on of 
Sc ent fc Knowledge) and other organ zat ons as well as the pu- 
bi'sh'ng houses, the press, rad o and telev’s on serv ces. 


3. 
One of the most ‘mportant tasks of ag tat'on and propaganda work 
is to br ng about the soc a st transformat on of peop e s persona `- 
tes. The pol t'cal, ‘deoogca and mora att tude of the peop e, 
the r qual t es of character and the’r grow'ng ‘nte ectual and cul- 
tura demands should be used to become an ever stronger driv ng 
force for soc’al progress. The achievements of the socio ist system 
‘nits increas ng r'chness shou d be emp oyed to re’nforce the truth 
of our age that only soca sm guarantees freedom, human r ghts 
and se f-determ‘nat’on, that on y soca sm is capable of shap’ng 
soc al | fe in a tru y human, tru y mora and truly benef'cia way. 
The scent f cally based wor d out ook of the who e work'ng class, 
of all work ng people and espec’a y of youth has to be further 
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strengthened by a systematic propagat’on of d’alect’c and h'stor c 
mater'a ‘sm, of po ‘t’cal economy and sc’entific commun’sm w thout 
us'ng rig d patterns. Th’s task w th its new scope represents new 
requirements for tra'n'ng ‘n phlosophy, for spread ng the lofty 
ideals of the work ng class. The f'nd’ngs of the natura and techn’- 
cal sc’ences shou d be more close y re ated to the'r consequences 
in terms of phi osophy. The athe st character of Marxist-Len‘n’st 
phi osophy should be presented to a larger extent and in greater 
var'ety. Al ideolog’cal work should pay more attention to stronger 
ph’ osoph’ca messages. Personal, above all eth’cal quest'ons wh'ch 
are important for the people’s soc'al behaviour, should be taken 
into account more and dealt with more thoroughly from the ph'lo- 
sophical po'nt of v'ew. The format’on of soc’a ‘st persona tes ‘n- 
cludes the study of cultural va ues, both of one’s own people and 
of the socia ‘st countr’es, part’culavly of the Sov'et Un‘on, of hu- 
man’st world cu ture, as we | as the love of art. > 

An important cons‘derat’on in ‘deo og'cal work is that social st 
persona ties deve op ma'n y in the work process, in and through , 
the work-team. The new socia st mode s of thinking and behav'our 
must be popular’zed as examples, i. e., a frm class po'nt of v ew, 
exemplary work, great ded'cat’on to the common cause, prepared- 
ness for defence, comrade y att tude, mutual a'd, se f-confidence 
and modest behav'our at the same t me, sense of respons’b'I'ty for 
the who e of soc’ety, and other att’tudes correspond'ng to our 
socia ‘st way of I fe. This requ’res the exposure of and patenty 
work against forms of behav'our wh'ch are al'en to soc'a ‘sm and 
run counter to soc‘al’st moral'ty, such as ph’ st'n'sm, ego'sm,. 
b oodym'ndedness, subject'v sm, heartlessness and injust’ce. 

Propaganda in the f'eld of h’story has to help arouse, more than 
before, respect for, and pr'de ‘n the se f ess struggle and revolu- 
tonary trad t'ons of the German and international working-class 
movements. It must demonstrate the h’stor’c ach’evement and mis- 
s`on of the working c ass and always ensure a class-based approach 
to the events of the past and the present, to all basic problems of 
the struggle between socia sm and cap‘tal’sm. 


4. 

The confrontat on w'th imperial’sm and all its ideolog’cal mani 
festations must run Ike a red thread through our ag taton anc 
Propaganda activ ty as a whole. It is a constant necess'ty to expose 
its react‘onary and ant’-human nature. Len‘n’s teach'ngs on im 
snerialism and the documents of the Internat‘onal Conference o 


Commun’st and Workers’ Part’es held in Moscow in 1969, represent 
a bas'c sc'entfc prncipe in th’s regard. Bearing in mind the 
continuous y intensifying contradiction of the capital st system and 
its incurab e maladies—exploitation, social insecurity and injustice, 
deep-rooted soc’al and moral decadence, the destruct on of human 
d gn'ty, and part cu arly the barbaric wars caused t me and aga n 
by th’s system—‘t must be clear y shown that ‘mper’a ‘sm has ne ther 
changed ‘ts nature nor that it '’s capab e of solv'ng any v tal human 
quest’on, and that it is only soc’a ‘sm to that the future belongs. 

Us'ng our superior intellectual weapons, it is the task of agita- 
ton and propaganda work to drive anti-communism, the principal 
political and ideological tool of the imper a st bourgeois’e, as well 
as bourgeo’s nat‘ona ‘sm, soc’al-democrat c reform'sm, rev’s‘on'sm 
and “left-w'ng” opportun’sm from the f e d. The un ty and pur'ty of 
Marx'sm-Len'nism has to be cons’stently defended aga‘nst al 
attacks. 

Under present cond't’ons a part’cularly tough and b'tter f ght 
between socialism and ‘mperialism is be’ng waged on the ideo- 
log’cal front. In this f eld there is no, and cannot be any, coex’s- 
tence. Soc’a ‘st and bourgeois ideology are irreconc lab e. In this 
sector of the battlef eld especial y, there is no arm st'ce. The grea- 
test class v glance and act'v'ty shou d be deve oped ‘n v'ew of the 
progress made by the pol cy of peaceful coex’stence between states 
w'th d'fferent soc’al systems and together w'th th’s sharpen'ng 
*deolog’cal confrontat on, in v'ew of mass’ve encounters of people 
w'th confi'ct'ng out ooks and ways of I fe. 

The fai ure of the imperialist doctrines on the “roling back of 
social’sm” by means of “nuclear retal’at’on”, the outdated methods 
of the cold war make it d ff'cu t for the bourgeo’s ideolog’sts to 
advocate the same ant’-commun'sm. Ag taton and propaganda 
work must expla‘n that it 's the increased power of soc’alism wh'ch 
compels its enem’es to present themselves demagog’cal y as ‘ts 
“improvers”. It has to show that the nature of “democrat'c” or 
“humane” soc’al’sm as we | as of the theories about the “industrial 
society” and the “convergence of the social systems” | es in host'lity 
towards the power of the workers and farmers, in hostility towards 
soc’al sm as it really ex’sts. There is no, and cannot be any, alter- 
natve to scient f'c commun’sm because it ‘s a ref ection of the 
object've laws of soc’al development and because it fully cor- 
responds to the interests of the work'ng people. 

Our ideolog’cal struggle should a so expose the nature of Mao- 
ism with its anti-Leninism, anti-Soviet sm and und luted great-po'¥2r 
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chauv'n sm. Mao sm s host e to Marx sm-Len‘n sm, to the common 
ams of the word commun st movement, to the constructon of 
soca sm and commun’'sm. It a ms at sp tt ng, and sow ng d ssen- 
son n, the word commun’st movement, t betrays the object ves 
and ‘nterests of the natona berat on movement and acts `n per- 
fd ous co us'on wth ‘mper’a st forces The ‘deo og ca unmask ng 
of Mao’sm ‘s an essenta cond ton for strengthen’ng the un ty of 
a revo ut onary forces nthe ant-mpera ststrugge 


Our agitation and propaganda work should be understood by 
everyone and reach everyone 


5. 
Ag tat on and propaganda work has to be deve oped ‘n the sp'rt 
of the VI th Party Congress n such a way that t appea s to, and 


reaches, everyone and that ‘ts ‘nf uence and effect veness con- 
stantly grow. 


— The v ng teach ng of Marx’sm-Len'n’sm must be conveyed ‘na 
Ivey and part san manner, n cose connect’on w th pract ce 
w th conv’nc rg ev dence and great pass on so that t reaches 
the m nds and hearts of,the peop e. 

— Ag tat on and propaganda work shou d he p the work’ng peop e 
to f nd the r bear ngs n po tcal fe and draw the appropr ate 
conc us ons for the r own act ons. 

— Ag taton and propaganda and ‘nformat on work have to sup- 
p ement and permeate each other ‘n the Len n st sense. The more 
reasonab y and comprehens ve y ther toos and methods are 
app ed thegreaterw ther mpact be 

The cond ton for our ag taton and propaganda act v'ty to reach 

a and to have a hgh qua tatve evel ’s the deo og cal con‘ rma- 

t on of the party memoers themse ves. 


6. 


L ve y membersh p meet ngs on a h gh po tcal leve are of pr'mary 
ideo og ca ‘mportance to enab e comrades to exp a'n the po cy 
of the party n a convnceng manner to the masses At brann 
meet ngs more tnan anywhere e se comrades have to be prov ded 
wth the type of ‘n’ormat on and arguments wh ch they need for 
ther da y persona conversat ons w th the peop e at the’r p aces 
of work or in ther res denta areas. Every membersh p meet ng 
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should prov de a frank atmosphere a ow nq every comrade to come 
out openy wth hs opnon and to present hs probems. Ths 
requ res that the party comm ttees sten w th great attent on to the 
deas, proposa s and crtca suggest ons put forward by the com- 
rades, that they consc ent ous y exam ne a proposa s, cons der 
va uab e adv'ce and g ve ther fu support to the mp ementat’on 
of these proposa s. A forma sm s harmfu to meet ngs. The party 
comm ttees have to see to t that the meet ngs dea ata hgh po t- 
ca eve wth those prob ems wh ch are ra sed by practca fe. In- 
format on g ven by the Centra Comm ttee to the secretar es of the 
factory party branches has to be thorough y ana ysed Persona 
ta ks between party comm ttees and members and cand date 
members have proven to be of part cu ar va ue, e.g nthe ssue 
of new membersh p cards. Such ta ks wh ch are of a h’gh educa- 
t onal va ue and a source of numerous st mu_ for party fe should 
be ncorporated n day-to-day party work ‘n the factory organ za- 
tons and especa y'n the party branches. 


7. 
Marx st educat on c asses are the pr'nc'pa form of party educa- 
ton Al party organ zat ons have the task of further ncreas ng 
the theoret cal and 'deo og ca eve of such c asses and sem nars. 
They are to be a true schoo of theory and of the exchange of 
Pract cal exper ence, a school for the app cat on of Marx’st-Len n st 
theory `n everyday fe. t's therefore necessary to I nk study act v`- 
tes and the format on of frank, co ect ve opn ons n Marx st edu- 
cat on casses st more cose y wth the po tca and ‘deo og cal 
tasks of the factory branches Marx'st educat on tutors must `m- 
prove the ab ty of the part’c pants ‘n these c asses to app y d a ec- 
t c methods to the ana ys s of soc al rea ty. n party educat onc as- 
ses more attent on shou d be g ven to profound d scuss on, argu- 
ments and object ons, quest ons and rep es. tak ng account of the 
gven condtons n the party organ zat ons and of the ‘nterests 
of the part c’pants, the many-s‘ded opportun tes of the Marx’st 
educat on c assens p anned for longer per ods shou d be used to 
teach Marx’sm-Len‘n’sm ‘n an even better way. Organ‘zed prvate 
study of Marx st-Len n st theory, especa y of the works of Marx, 
Enge s and Lenn, da y read ng and the further educat on of a 
party members and cand date members must be encouraged to 
a greater extent. 

Comrades work ng n pub sh ng houses, nd str but ng _ terature 
or n the press, n rado or televson serv ces have to carry out 
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systemate and many-s'ded publcty wth the prnted word ‘n 
accordance w'th the tasks and requ rements of party and mass 
propaganda. It shou d arouse the ‘nterest ‘n learn’ng and further 
promote a love of books. 


8. 
The party schools play an mportant role in the theoret cal and 
‘deolog'cal tra'n'ng and educat on of cadres. 

The qua ty of ‘nstruct’on should be improved by greater theo- 
ret'cal depth, by closer Inks w'th practce and a more I've y 
approach. 

This requ’res teach’ng Marx‘sm-Lenin sm systemat'ca ly ‘nal the 
un'ty of its ma'n elements, and d rect ng max’mum attent’on to the 
scient f c pr'nc’ples of party work as we | as to the most en ghten- 
ing exper ences of the party organ zat’ons. Al k nds of ‘nstruct on 
should contribute to the adopt’on of the sc'entf c methods used 
by the class'cs of Marx’sm-Len‘n’sm to enabe the pup'ls in the 
courses `n an even better way to app y Marx st-Len‘n'st theory 
independently and creat've y to the imp ementat’on of the dec’s’ons 
of the party. Tra n ng ‘n the forms and methods of ‘deolog’cal work 
must be perfected. 

The procedures for select’on of pup ls for the courses by the 
county and d str ct comm ttees and by the factory comm ttees must 
be improved, ensur'ng long-term p ann'ng. A greater number of 


party cadres from product on work and of young cadres shou d be 
sent to party schoo s. 


A comrade stands for the whole party 


9. 


Po ‘t cal work of a conv ne'ng nature `s the bus ness of the party as 
a whole and of each ‘nd'v'dual member. It 's one of the elementary 
dut’es of a commun st to d scuss pol t'cal matters w'th the work’ng 
peop e each day, to exp a n the stand adopted by the party and to 
answer the quest’ons ra sed by his fe ow-c't'zens. i 
Pol t'cal work among the masses should be conducted ‘n a 
su'tably var ed way tak’ng account of the d fferences in the leve of 
awareness, experence and educat'on of the classes and strata, of 
age and occupat’onal groups. Many forms and methods are 
ava lab e for ths purpose. The organ‘zat on of pol t cal | fe must 
“nvariably proceed from the need to keep al ve what has proved 
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its value, to br'nq it into I’ne with the preva’l ng concrete condit’ons 
and to enrich it with new ideas. 

A special role is played by the act'vists of the party. Comrades 
who d st’nguish themse ves by long exper ence in party work, by 
the'r abil ty to conv'nce others and by a high level of political 
knowledge should exert a continuous influence on their fel ow- 
workers. Comrades who have acqu’red spec’a ‘zed know edge in 
such fields as fore’gn pol’cy, economic pol cy, cultural pol’cy and 
the struggle aga‘nst ‘mperial sm shou d be deta: ed to meet spec’al 
requirements with a more varied approach to propaganda work 
and notably the pol't cal information of the working populat on. 
Lead'ng party and government off'cials and managers should be 
included in lecturers’ teams set up by county and d'str ct com- 
mittees as well as by large party organizations and be systematic- 
a y ass'gned to address public meetings and events. It is necessary 
to prov'de these comrades w th spec‘al tra’n’ng and informat’on. 
Major propaganda events have been shown to be most su table 
for th s purpose. It is adv’sable to form or enlarge such lecturers’ 
teams in the mass organ‘zations. 


The place of work remains the main field of propaganda activities 


10. 
The development of the working people ‘nto soc‘al’st personal t'es 
chiefly takes place in the process of work, within the socialist mass 
emulat‘on movement. Here we have the main field of ideolog cal 
act vit'es. It is necessary to explo’t the man‘fold opportunit’es for 
var'ed forms of ag tat‘on and propaganda at the place of work. 
Lecturers’ groups, economic and other advisory centres and the 
many other forms of exchanging v’ews and exper’ence in factor’es 
and off ces such as workteam meet ngs, production conferences, 
staff meet ngs, economc conferences, trade un’on meet’ngs and 
events organ’zed by other social organ‘zat ons should be better 
used to sette political, economic and ideological problems. The 
large-scae study of Marx’sm-Len‘nism should be organ‘zed 
partcularly in the work-teams, past experience having shown that 
it is des‘rable to genera ‘ze the resu ts of this study at theoret’cal 
conferences. 

The party comm’ttees must devote close attent’on to the schools 
of soc’alist work in wh’ch teams of workers undergo po ‘t'cal and 
vocat’onal qual’f'cat on and maintain an intense intellectual and 
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cu tural life. The trade unions are at the base of th’s movement. It 
must be ensured that these schools are set up step by step and that 
formal sm and rout'ne are avoided. The factory branch committees 
should a so see to it that the URANIA (Soc’ety for the D ssem'na- 
ton of Scientif c Knowledge) meets the concrete requ 'rements of 
the enterprises concerned. 

Managers assume a h'gh measure of responsibility for the po- 
litical and ideolog cal educat'on of the work'ng people. The party 


Political work among the masses must be rich in substance and 
varied in presentation 


11. 

To bring the ideolog`cal act vities of the party to max’mum efficien- 
cy it is necessary to bring into play the whole wealth and the most 
effect've forms and methods of work among the masses. 

Polit'cal meetings are the cornerstone of the work performed ot 
grass-roots level. Here the first essential is to exploit the entire 
range of ex st ng opportun ties and organize attractive and insp’r- 
ing meet'ngs. This is true of gatherings on the job, of ta ks ina 
more restrained c rcle of persons, of discuss‘ons in the residential 
areas and of new emergent forms such as the “Treffpunkt Le ter” 


be d rected at winn'ng the ct'zens for active cooperat on in the 
SO ut 07 of the tasks fac‘ng the state and society. 

Ideolog’cal work in the pre-school establishments, genera 
Schoo s, inst'tutes of higher and further education and vocat ona 
schoo s needs Mass've support from the Party organizations. At 


these p aces where the young generation is often confronted for 
the frst tme w'th our world out ook, it '’s necessary to impart the 
teachirgs of Marx’sm-Leninism in a I've y manner to provide es- 
sent’al foundations for a f rm c ass standpo'nt. 

The party organ‘zat ons support the work performed by the so- 
c'a ist youth assoc’at on to educate its members in the sp'rt of 
Marx’sm-Len‘n sm ch’ef y by prov’'d ng competent tutors. To pro- 
mote po t'cal d scuss ons with young people, more use should be 
made of the Young Innovators’ Fa'r, URAN A events and ectures 
for young persons, d’scotheques, conversat’ons w'th veterans of the 
work’ng-c ass movement and outstanding workers. Th’s work must 
be better adapted to the ideas and feelings of the young genera- 
ton and take greater account of the'r interests. In ths way the 
thirst for know edge and keenness of young people can be directed 
‘nto the r ght channels. 

Factory tra’n’ng centres and adult educat on inst'tutes have to 
so ve major tasks ‘n spread’ng the Marx’st-Len‘n st wor d out ook. 
The educat’on classes run by the Society for German-Sov‘et Friend- 
sh p (DSF), known as “Len’n-Akadem’en”, the study groups set up 
to evaluate the Sov’et exper ence, and other events assume an 
important place in the system of educational work. The education 
classes organ‘zed by the Women's Democrat’c Federat’on of Ger- 
many (DFD) are proving the r worth in the res'dent’al areas. 

Culture and art assume an ‘mportant place in the po it'cal work 
among the masses. The party comm ttees should estab!’sh closer 
Inks wth art sts work’ng in their sphere of competence. Vocal 
groups, cho'rs, sat'rical groups, | terary and mus‘cal performances 
of varous k'nds, plays, feature fims, documentar es, popu ar 
sc ence f ms al of whch may have a strong emotona appeal 
should be employed in a systemat'c and purposeful manner. V's'ts 
of clubs, exh’b’t ons, museums, memor‘al p aces, I’brar’es etc. must 
be popularized on a larger scale and be turned to account for 
educat onal purposes. Attent on should also be g'ven to the pol’- 
tical and ideological background for such celebrat'ons as name- 
g'v'ng ceremonies, youth in‘t'ation ceremon es (Jugendwe‘he) and 
jub lees. 

The spec'f'c appeal of v'sual means of propaganda such as 
posters, slides, sl'de lectures, tape record ngs, leaflets, pamphlets, 
brochures etc. must be better brought into p ay. Whenever s ogans 
are needed they must respond to the current s tuat'on and ft'n 
w'th the thought and act on of the people. It is indispensable to 
enr’ch poster des’gn w'th fresh ‘deas and more conv‘ncing art'st’c 
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solutions. V'sual means of expression should also be used to a 
larger extent to pay public tribute to outstand ng performances by 
individual workers. 


Press, radio and TV are powerful weapons in our struggle 


12. 

Press, rad’o and telev's‘on spread our policy and ideology among 
m’ ‘ons of people each day, thus exerting a dec’s've ‘nfluence on 
the format on of soc’a st conv'ctions, frameworks of thought and 
att'tudes. 

Act ng as a co ectve propagand’st of the soc’al st construct'on 
effort, they are expected to make a d rect contr but on to meet ng 
the grow'ng inte lectual and cu tural demands of the people. Our 
mass med a w'll | ve up to th’s ro e and the’r responsib | t'es to the 
extent that they increase the’r ho d on the masses and the persua- 
s've power of their pol t cal arguments. 

Primary s gn f'cance must be g ven to the qual'ty of pol t'cal in- 
formaton and arguments wh ch are increas'ngly com'ng to the fore 
as a dec’s ve factor in form’ng po tcal consc’ousness and play a 
major ro e in educat ng the peop e in a socal st way. The many 
facets of | fe under soca ism cal for appea ng and mobT’z ng 
journa ‘st’c coverage, for a plast c, popular, m’ tant and outspoken 
representat’on of real | fe, wh ch ‘s deeply rooted in the peop e. It 
is of the greatest importance that the work’ng peop e themse ves 
are ‘ncreas‘ngly be ng g'ven an opportun ty to put forward ther 
ideas, suggest’ons, exper’ence, and cr't'cal remarks in the press, 
rad’o and telev s`on so that the mass med a can live up better and 
better to the’r ro e as a forum of social st democracy. Consequent y 
the mass med'a must provide the work’ng people—in I'ne with the! 
po ‘t’cal respons’b'l ty—w th a wealth of var ed information which is 
made ava'lab e immed’ate y and in a thought-provok’ng manner 
and they must sat sfy the work'ng people’s requirements in terms 
of informat’on. The interact on between the pol t'cal work carr ed 
out d’rectly among the masses and the activ't’es of the mass med a 
must be exp o ted more effect vely and be better brought under 
control. The party comm’ttees should regard pol't’cal ‘nformat’on 
and arguments supp ied by the press, radio and te ev's’on as majol 
sources of facts for the’r pol tcal discuss’ons w'th the work ng 
people. 

The mass med‘a are ca ed upon to g've broader support to party 
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and mass propaganda. This is true of the popularizat‘on of new 
developments in both the social and natural sciences. For th’s 
purpose it is necessary to develop the co ective work of soc’al 
sc’ent sts and journa ists. Sc’ent’fc publ'cat'ons in the press, and 
sc'entf c rad’o and te ev's'on programmes must in any case be 
intel ‘g’ble to the ord’nary man. 

The party press, i.e., its central organ Neues Deutschland, reg’on- 
al and factory publicat’ons are to be deve oped to reach max’mum 
effciency in the'r persuasive power and mass appeal because 
they are a dec sive instrument for the party to lead soc’ety pol't’- 
cally and for the I'nks between the party and the people. 

The illustrated newspapers and weekl’es are confronted w’th the 
tasks of constantly ensuring a h'gh level of po t cal consc ousness, 
d'vers'ty of informat’on and popular appeal of both the text and 
the accompany‘ng photographs to g've them a particularly broad 
“mpact on the masses. 

The soc’a ‘st te ev's'on system exerts a strong ‘nf uence on the 
pol t'cal, intel ectual and cu tural | fe of soc’ety. This makes great 
demands on those respons b e for the te ev's`on programmes, who 
are bound to come up to the h’ghest poss ble qual'ty standards in 
terms of polit cal journa ‘sm, art'st'c mer't and enterta nment. Those 
are dec s ve factors for te ev's'on work coming up to al society's 
expectat’ons of it. 

Current informat’on and news serv'ces of a hgh pol't'cal level 
as we | as exacting mus‘c programms varied accord'ng to taste and 
I stening habits p ay a special part in the field of broadcast'ng. 


Gratifying and respected work for the cause of socialism 


13. 

Party activ sts, propagand'sts, journal sts and all others help'ng 
spread Marx’sm-Len‘nism carry out demand’ng and creat’ve work. 
Such work presupposes loyalty to pr'nc’ples, pol t'cal far-sighted- 
ness and a feel'ng of so ‘darity w'th the party's struggle. It pre- 
supposes a knowledge of human nature, sympathet’c understand- 
‘ng, teach'ng ab I'ty, a growing mastery of methods of imparting 
know edge and, last but not least, the enjoyment of work. A sound 
knowledge of po it’cal and ideolog'cal affa‘rs must be comb‘ned 
with solid professional work because only such a comb'nation will 
command the respect of the working people. These yardsticks must 
be applied when ‘t comes to select'ng, employ'ng and educating 
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the cadres needed. It rema’ns a preoccupat on of all party com- 
m'ttees to enhance the’r socal status and prest’ge. It is des'rab e 
that the party comm’'ttees pay publ’c tribute to the’r best act'v sts 
and tutors. 

Intense use should be made of the opportun't’es offered by party 
schools and educat’onal centres of the county and d str ct com- 
mittees as we | as of the nat’ona ly-owned enterpr’ses for the tra n- 
ing of propaganda workers and tutors. The latter should see to it ‘n 
the’r educat’on classes and pr'vate study that they acqu're a sound 
bas’c knowledge of Marx’sm-Len‘n’sm and have pract’ce ‘n the art 
of conv’nc'ng others and refut ng false arguments. 

In view of rap'dly grow’ng demands w'thin the party, the trade 
unions and the youth organizat’on, it is necessary to w'n and tra'n 
many new propagand sts and tutors who w II devote the r I'ves to 
spread'ng the word of the party. 


The social sciences and greater propaganda efficiency 


14. 


Ag'tat'on and propaganda can be brought to full effect only if they 
are enr`ched by research work 'n the soc'al sciences, if the social 
scient’sts themse ves take an act've part in ag'taton and pro- 
paganda. 

As a theoretical, pol tical and ideological instrument of the 
work'ng class and its party the Marx’st-Lenin’st social sc’ences are 
confronted with the task of ‘nvest’gat'ng qual tat vely new phe- 
nomena and real processes of soc'al deve opment ‘n the'r h’stor'cal 
and d alect'cal ‘nterrelat onsh’p in a constant battle w'th al k'nds 
of react’onary, bourgeo’s ideolog es and w th rght-w'ng and left’st 
revis‘on’st tendenc’es and of frdng and propagat ng ways to 
solve current problems and tasks. The most important contr but'on 
to be made by the soc'al sc’ent'sts to support party and mass pro- 
paganda is to imp ement the central research plan for the Marx’st- 
Len‘n’st soc'al sc’ences in a systemat’c manner. The need to 
d ssem’nate the resu ts of stud’es conducted in the Sov’et Un‘on 
must be g ven f rst prior ty here. 

The results of research in the soc‘al sc’ences must be exploited 
more rap dy for purposes of ag‘tat on and Propaganda. Part of 
the responsib’ ty for th's les wth the publ'cations issued in th’s 
f eld. The po nt here ‘s to meet the demands of all those teach’ng 
or studying Marx’sm-Lenin’sm as far as the select’on of top’cs and 


the’r presentat'on are concerned. Arguments and documents 
available for the immed ate po t’cal struggle must play a b’gger 
role in the contr but’ons of soc’al sc’ent’sts to these pub cat ons. 

The pub ish ng houses and soc‘al scient’sts are faced with the 
task of ed t'ng textbooks, introduct ons and popular wr't ngs for all 
ma'n fields of Marx’sm-Len‘n’sm. To w'den the range of literature 
ava lable for mass propaganda it is adv sable to publish more 
book ets 'n spec’al seres analys ng current po t cal, economic, 
ph losoph‘cal, intel ectual and cu tural problems and des‘gned for 
var’ous sect ons and age-groups of the population. 

The soc’al sc’ent’sts should also make a larger contr’but’on to 
the elaborat’on of the scientfc foundat'ons for d'rect ng and 
p anning ideo og’cal work and of ways and means of enhanc'ng 
the’r effect'veness. Th’s apples frst of all to the corre aton 
ex st ng between the planning of fundamenta soc’al processes of 
our soc’ety and the who e of our ideological work. The conclus ons 
reached by op’n’on analysts, soc’o og’sts, psycho og’sts, teachers 
and ‘nformat on theor’sts must be turned to account in a systemat c 
way. 


Ways of directing propaganda work 


15. 


Ideological work is the p'votal point of all act'v ties of the party. 
Only the elected comm ttees can d rect ag tation and propaganda 
work, 
They are fully responsi be for ensur'ng that th s work 's conducted 
on a h gh level and effect’vely organ‘zed. There must be no r'g'd 
compartmental'zat’on to the po'nt where comm'ttees ass gn ths 
work exc us've y to cadres spec’ally deta ed for ths task. Special 
emphas s must be lad on us ng the r’ch exper’ence gathered by 
the CPSU in d rect'ng and shap‘ng ag’taton and propaganda 
act'v't es. 

— The ideolog’cal work of the party organ zat’ons should be c ose y 
coord nated and carefully planned. The content of the tasks 
posed must l'e at the centre of al p ann‘ng. The plans drawn up 
for ‘deolog cal work shou d be based on the pract’ca needs of 
work and be aimed at the imnlementat’on of the decisions 
adopted by the party. 

Prof ting from personal contacts w th the work'ng people, from 
intormat’on g'ven by the party organ‘zat ons and from special 
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analyses, all party comm ttees should make regular assessments 
of what preoccupat'ons the people have, of how the’r po ‘t’cal 
awareness is deve oping, of how effect've the pol't’cal work 
among the masses is and draw the necessary conclusions for 
their further work. 

To add to the effect’veness of pol’t'cal work at grass-roots level 
‘t is ind’spensable to employ its d fferent forms, means and 
methods in a reasonable manner in Ine wth the specifc 
poss b'l t'es of each of these. It is necessary to do away with the 
routne, monotony and dullness wh'ch character'zes certan 
pol't'cal meetings. 

If ideological work is to be conducted in a more varied and 
effective manner than has so far been the case, steps must be 
taken to ensure better coord nation of party work w'th the 
ideolog cal act'v'ty of pub ic organ zat’ons, i.e. the trade un‘ons, 
the youth organ‘zat’on, the Nat ona! Front, the Women’s Demo- 
crat'c Federat’on of Germany, URANIA, the Soc’ety for German- 
Sov et Friendsh’p, the German Sports and Gymnastics Federa- 
ton, the Soc’ety for Sports and Technology, the Chamber of 
Technology, the art'sts’ assoc’at’on and others. The t'me requ’red 
for pub ‘c work must be used as effect’vely as poss'b e to obtan 
max mum po ‘tical effect. 

Up and down the country the party comm ttees guarantee a 
sat sfactory ‘nformat‘on of the workng people about a 
measures and decis ons affecting the’r | fe and work. It shou d 
become the standard pract’ce for lead ng state and economc 
bod’es to def ne ‘n ther dec’s’ons and decrees by whom, ‘n 
what and wth what arguments the c'tizens shall be informed 
and won over to support the measures adopted. 

It is necessary for the party comm'ttees to draw general con- 
clus’ons from the wealth of exper ence gathered in the f eld ct 
ag tat'on and propaganda in a systemat c way so as to be abe 
to perfect the forms and methods for th's work. 


Our party has accumulated much exper'ence in the realm of ag ta- 
ton and propaganda. Good results have been ach’eved ‘n 
develop'ng a soc’al’st way of thinking. Hundreds of thousands of 
activ'sts and propaganda workers are da‘ly at work w'th heart and 
soul to spread the po ‘cy of the Socialist Un'ty Party of Germany to 
the whole populat’on. Firmly re y'ng on what has stood the test of 


time. we shal tackle the tasks lying ahead and implement them 
successful y. 
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